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This medicine is subject to additional monitoring. This will allow quick 

identification of new safety information. You can help by reporting any side 

effects you may get. See www.mhra.gov.uk/yellowcard for how to report side 

effects in the UK or www.hpra.ie for Ireland. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions for people with CF prescribed Quinsair® 

What is Quinsair? 

Quinsair contains an antibiotic called levofloxacin. It belongs to the group of antibiotics called 

fluoroquinolones.  

What does Quinsair do? 

Quinsair is an inhaled antibiotic used to manage chronic lung infections caused by Pseudomonas 

aeruginosa in adults with cystic fibrosis.  

For more information on lung infections and for how inhaled antibiotics work, you can watch our ‘Lung 

Infections Animation’ video which can be found here. 

Why should I take Quinsair? 
 
If the infection is not properly treated it will continue to damage the lungs, causing further problems with 
breathing. You should take Quinsair as prescribed by your healthcare professional, until they tell you to 
stop. You should not stop using Quinsair without first talking your doctor.  
 

When should Quinsair be taken? 

You should take Quinsair twice a day, with doses taken as close to 12 hours apart as possible. Each 

course is to be taken for 28 days. You then have 28 days without taking Quinsair, before starting another 

28-day treatment cycle. You should keep taking Quinsair in the way your doctor has told you, until they 

tell you to stop. 

What should I do if I miss a dose? 

If you forget a dose, take it as soon as you remember as long as there is an 8-hour interval before 

inhaling the next dose. However, if it is less than 8 hours until your next dose, skip the missed dose.  

Do not inhale the contents of more than one ampoule to make up for a missed dose. 

How should I take Quinsair? 

Quinsair should be inhaled twice daily (one ampoule in the morning and one in the evening). Quinsair is 

designed to be administered using the Zirela® Nebuliser Handset operated with an eBase Controller.* 

The Zirela® Nebuliser Handset is provided in each box of Quinsair. This should be connected to either an 

eBase Controller or an eFlow® rapid Nebuliser System. For more information on how to take Quinsair, 

please view our patient videos: ‘Preparing your NEBULISER SYSTEM’ and ‘Using your NEBULISER 

SYSTEM’ which can be found here. 

*The eBase Controller is part of the broadly available eFlow® rapid Nebuliser System. Further information 
on the nebuliser and controller can be found at https://www.pari.com/zirela/zirela-service-addresses/. 
Zirela® is a registered trademark of PARI Pharma GmbH, Germany. 
 

How long does it take to inhale each dose of Quinsair? 

It should take about 5 minutes to inhale each dose of Quinsair using the nebuliser provided. 

How should I store Quinsair? 

Quinsair does not require any special temperature storage conditions. You should ensure the plastic 

ampoules are kept in the original foil packaging, in order to protect it from light. 
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Does my Zirela® Nebuliser Handset need cleaning? 

Yes, it will need cleaning and disinfecting after each use, please refer to the instructions provided with 

your handset for more information. Or alternatively watch part 3 of our patient videos ‘Looking after your 

QUINSAIR SYSTEM’ which can be found here.  

What are the possible side effects? 

When you start taking Quinsair you might get an unpleasant taste in your mouth which you’re not used 

to, but as you continue to take Quinsair, over time, the taste difference should become less noticeable.  

If you would like information about other potential side effects, please see the patient information leaflet 

which is provided with your Quinsair, an online version of this can be found here. 
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